Text 6

When I was eighteen I decided that since I was going to be a writer it was probably time to write something. So I wrote a short story in an old exercise book and nervously asked my mother for her opinion. “Well, dear…” she said after reading it, “Perhaps, perhaps you’ll find writing easier when you’re older.” Tom, my brother, was more direct: “Rubbish,” he said. “Absolute rubbish. No one will want to read rubbish like this because it’s rubbish.” I tried again but the new story met with an equally negative response – politely negative in the case of my mother, not so polite in the case of Tom. Should I forget writing? Abandon my vocation? I decided to try one last time.

I wrote another story  (“New Life”, I called it) and then, with the same pen, and, I must admit, considerable fraud, I copied two more stories – one by Hemingway, the other by John Steinbeck − into the same exercise book. I carefully included realistic corrections and crossings out so that it looked as if I was the author of the Hemingway and Steinbeck stories too. “I’ve written three more stories,” I told my mother and Tom, “You probably won’t like them, but could you tell me which of the three you prefer?” To my delight, they both agreed that “New Life”, while bad, was the only one which showed any promise at all. “It’s bad,” said Tom, “but the other two are rubbish.” Triumphantly, I revealed that the others were by Hemingway (Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954) and Steinbeck (Nobel in 1962). 

“And ‘New Life’?” Tom asked. “Who wrote that?” 

“Well… actually…” I replied as modestly as possible, “I did.”

A.- Answer the following questions in your own words. (2 marks)

1 What problems did the author have?

2 How do you think Tom felt when the author said “I did.”?
B.- Decide whether these statements are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (2 marks)

1 The author prepared the first story on his typewriter.

2 The author’s mother said he might improve in time.

3 The Hemingway story was called “New Life”.

4 The mother and brother liked the Hemingway and Steinbeck stories best.

C.- Find a word or phrase in the text similar in meaning to these definitions. (1.5 marks)

1 a strong feeling that you want to do a particular job.

2 great pleasure

3 feeling victorious

D.- Choose one of the following and write 60-80 words. (3 marks)

1 What job would you like to do? Give reasons.

2 Summarise the text in your own words.
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